Incoming Eighth Grade Summer Reading List and Requirements 2024

There is no one mandatory book that all incoming eighth graders must read. Instead each student must
read_a total of three books, choosing_ one book each from the three genre categories below:

Category 1: Classics / Historical Fiction

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas
Lord of the Flies

The Mists of Avalon

A Northern Light

Out of the Dust

The Tenth Man

20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
Wolf Hollow

Category 2: Contemporary / Miscellaneous

Cinder

The House on Mango Street

If [ Ever Get Out of Here

The Lord of Opium

Mycroft Holmes

The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
The Night Diary

Ship Breaker

Whirligig

Category 3: Nonfiction

Farewell to Manzanar

Flags of Our Fathers: Heroes of Iwo Jima
Hiroshima

The Long Shadow of Little Rock

Never Cry Wolf

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle

Indian School Football Team

A Walk in the Woods

John Boyne
William Golding
Marion Zimmer
Jennifer Donnelly
Karen Hesse
Graham Greene
Jules Verne
Lauren Wolk

Marissa Meyer

Sandra Cisneros

Eric Gansworth

Nancy Farmer

Kareem Abdul-Jabaar
Alexander McCall Smith
Veera Hiranandani

Paolo Bacigalupi

Paul Fleischman

Jeanne Houston and James D. Houston
James Bradley, adapted by Michael French
John Hersey

Daisy Bates

Farley Mowat

Steve Sheinkin

Bill Bryson



St. Michael’s Summer Book Report Requirements for Eighth Grade

Students entering Eighth Grade must read a total of three books over the summer. (There is no single
book that all students must read.) Students must choose and read one book from each of the three
categories provided on the reading list. They must then complete a single project: an illustrated book
jacket that incorporates information and reflections on all three books read. This book report is due in
class on Friday, August 9, the first day of school.

Students must create a book jacket with a front cover, interior two-page spread, and back cover. The front
and back cover pages are based on ONE of the three selected books. The text written in the interior
two-page spread compares and contrasts the OTHER two books read by the student. The entire book
jacket should fit on a single sheet of folded, white 8 1/2 x 11” paper.

¢ The front cover must include title, author, and student’s name, as well as one original color
drawing of a significant scene in the book and one significant quote.

¢ The back cover must include a 10-15 sentence_personal response to the book: How
does this book compare to other books you've read in the same genre? How did the
characters appeal to you? Did you relate personally to any of the characters or events?
Why did or didn't you enjoy the book? This must be hand-written in ink and, of course,
original.

The interior of the book jacket is designed as a three-paragraph formal essay totaling 750-1,250 words.
The report must be typed and printed in landscape orientation so it can be attached into the interior of the
book jacket. The purpose of this interior text is to compare and contrast the two books that were NOT
featured on the front and back cover pages. The requirements are as follows:

Paragraph One: Compare and contrast the key events of the two books, focusing on how the authors built
tension, and how they designed creative resolutions (endings) to their novels.

Paragraph Two: Compare and contrast one or more protagonists (main characters) in each book. How do
their personalities shape the way the plots unfold?

Paragraph Three: Discuss a theme (such as courage, friendship, prejudice, or compassion) that both books
have in common, and how specific moments in each book helped develop that theme.

For this interior section, you might consider selecting books that have particular opportunities for
comparison. For example, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, The Tenth Man, Farewell to Manzanar, Flags
of Our Fathers, Wolf Hollow, and Hiroshima all deal with war and/or imprisonment; The Tenth Man and
Whirligig involve ethical dilemmas and opportunities for redemption; The Mists of Avalon, Out of the
Dust, Cinder, The House on Mango Street, The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, and The Long Shadow of
Little Rock contain strong female protagonists; Lord of the Flies, 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, and The
Lord of Opium portray leaders facing enormous challenges; and Out of the Dust, 20,000 Leagues Under
the Sea, Ship Breaker, Never Cry Wolf, and A Walk in the Woods depict the beauty and/or devastating
power of nature.

See the final page of this document for a sample project layout. Still confused? Please don't hesitate to
contact Mr. Hawes (ahawes@stmichael.net) at any time!




Please include this form completed when you turn in your book report at the start of school.

Student’s Name

Book One (Title and Author):

date completed:

Book Two (Title and Author):

date completed:

Book Three (Title and Author):

date completed:

PARENT VERIFICATION

I verify that my child has read all three of these books and that this report represents the original work of
my child. (Evidence of plagiarism will result in a zero on the report.)

Parent Signature:

Student Signature:

Date:



BOOK JACKET SAMPLE: Middle School Summer Report

BACK COVER:

FRONT COVER:
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