
Band/Choir Registration - Incoming Eighth Grade 

 
 
OVERVIEW 

Students will now receive instruction either in Band or Choir over all four years of Upper School. 

These classes will meet during the school day twice a week for both groups. (There will be no 

need for “zero-hour” rehearsals before school.) There will be a distinct fifth grade band, sixth 

grade band, seventh grade band, and eighth grade band, and separate grade-level choirs as well. 

All students will perform in concerts a few times a year, though the bands and choirs will likely 

be featured on separate evenings now to allow ample time for each production. Students with 

prior experience, either at St. Michael’s or elsewhere, in Band or Choir are encouraged to 

continue their pursuit of that discipline. 

 

Summaries of the Choir and Band programs appear below. On the following page is the 

registration form: please email this completed form to ahawes@stmichael.net by May 29. 
 

 

About the Choir Program at St. Michael’s 

The Choir program at St. Michael’s is run under the direction of Dr. Tony Antista. Choir will be a 

performance ensemble. All Upper School students in Choir will perform in an October show, a 

Christmas show, and Fine Arts Night. There may also be other presentations, such as a show at 

the Tucson Botanical Gardens and the Tucson Festival of Books. These performance ensembles 

will prepare students well for continued music education as they move into high school. 

 

About the Band Program at St. Michael’s 

The Band program at St. Michael’s is run under the direction of Ms. Julie Stafford. The Band 

curriculum is designed to teach and build upon the fundamentals of music preparation and 

performance. This class is a performance-based class and will be graded based on class 

participation, concert preparation and participation, playing assignments, quizzes, and some 

written coursework. 

  

Some objectives of the Band program: 

● Develop music reading skills (note names, rhythm, etc.) 

● Develop understanding of musical vocabulary and terminology 

● Development of technique on your instrument (scales, arpeggios, etc.) 

● Development of good tone and breathing techniques 

● Develop successful practice techniques 

● To understand proper performance and audience etiquette 

● To understand your instrument of study to its fullest capacity 

● To understand basic music theory 

● To become a proficient musician, ready for any high school ensemble 

  



Eighth Grade Band or Choir Sign-Up Sheet 

 

Student First and Last Name: 

 

Please place an “X” beside your selection for next year: 

_____ 8th Grade Choir 

_____ 8th Grade Band 

 

If you are selecting Band, please rank your top three instrument choices in order below (unless 

you have already played one of these instruments in a St. Michael’s band, in which case you may 

simply check the instrument you’ve already played here): 

_____ Flute  

_____ Clarinet 

_____ Alto Sax 

_____ Percussion 

_____ Trumpet 

_____ Trombone 

_____ Euphonium / Baritone 

_____ Oboe * 

_____ French Horn * 

*Students interested in oboe or French horn should speak with Ms. Stafford first; outside 

lessons are required for these instruments.  

 

If you already own one of the above instruments, please indicate so here: 

 

If your child has received any training in one of the above instruments, please describe how 

much training and with whom: 

 

(Instruments will otherwise be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.) 


