
Independent Enrichment Menu 
 
Every school day, from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m., Upper School students will have time to pursue a 
variety of enrichment classes or activities. You will continue to carry out projects or practice for 
any art, music, band, or choir classes you’re part of. In addition, students must select at least 
two, and no more than four, of the following activities to join as part of this enrichment program. 
Be sure to choose from at least two different categories. (If you want to join two activities from 
the same category, you would still need to pick a third activity from another category. For 
example, you could pick Book Club, Creative Fiction, and Gardening.)  
 
Please email your homeroom teacher with the names of the 2-4 activities you would like to 
join by this Sunday, March 22. 
 
 
Category 1: Community Service 
 
a) Elderly Outreach - Create letters, cards, and artwork that can be sent (either by mail or 
electronically) to residents of area nursing homes. 
 
b) Care for Kids - Raise money and supplies for local organizations like Casa de los Ninos and 
Youth on Their Own. 
 
c) Planetary Pen Pals: An estimated one billion children are currently unable to attend school in 
person due to coronavirus, so connect and commiserate with students your age in locations 
across the globe. 
 
d) Kiva Microloan Club: Students will be provided with an initial stake to direct, via the nonprofit 
organization Kiva (kiva.org), in the form of microloans to individuals starting or running small 
businesses in 77 different countries throughout the developing world. As loans are repaid, and 
perhaps through student fundraising, additional projects can be targeted for investment. 
  
Category 2: Fine Arts 
 
a) Photo Club: Use whatever device you have access to (camera, smartphone, tablet) to take 
photos around the house or out in the neighborhood and beyond, and then share them with 
classmates - and perhaps the larger school community online.  
 
b) Sketching Nature: Take advantage of our beautiful desert landscape and lovely spring 
weather to create pencil, ink, or color artwork to share. Social distancing at its most rewarding! 
 
c) Art History Online: Pursue virtual museum tours of the world’s great galleries to study and 
perhaps even recreate some all-time masterworks. 
 
d) Guitar Heroes: Learn the basics of acoustic guitar or hone your skills. You will need access to 
a real guitar, not an air guitar! 
 



Category 3: Literary 
 
a) Book Club (5th/6th grade): Take advantage of this moment to pursue or reignite your love of 
reading. Share your favorite novels and undertake reading contests - with prizes! 
 
b) Book Club (7th/8th grade): Ditto the above, except with students in grades 7-8. 
 
c) Creative Fiction: Work on short stories and poetry--maybe even the next Great American 
Novel--and get feedback from fellow classmates online. 
 
d) Language Club: Choose from either French, Portuguese, or Mandarin, learning vocabulary 
and phrases (via memrise.com), and then share your new skills online with other students in 
your club, and maybe overseas in conjunction with the Pen Pal club. 
 
e) Buddy Read-Alouds: Record yourself reading picture books to share with our buddies in 
Lower School. 
 
Category 4: STEM 
 
a) Gardening: Get tips so you can work on your own plantings at home, and share pictures of 
their growth! 
 
b) Stargazing Club: Enjoy our beautiful desert evenings by getting outside to chart the moon, 
planets, and stars. 
 
c) DIY Science: Conduct guided (and safe) experiments with household items. 
 
d) Cooking Club: What are you eating these days? A great way to get creative, relieve stress, 
and be helpful is to cook for those you love. Get together online to share recipe ideas and 
cooking adventures. Your first adventure will be "a week-long pizza."  
 
Category 5: Ongoing Student Groups 
 
a) Student Council: All members of the current third trimester staff must select this as one of 
their enrichment activities. The school is relying on the Council to boost our school spirit! 
 
b) Eagle’s Quill: All editors, and any other former or current staff members, may participate in 
organizing weekly contests, making decisions about final submissions, and helping design this 
year’s issue.  
 
c) Eighth Grade Slide Show: Students already signed up for this elective should select this as 
one of their enrichment choices as we look to celebrate our terrific eighth graders. 
 


