
 Incoming Seventh Grade Summer Reading List – June 2019 
 
There is no one mandatory book that all incoming seventh graders must read.  Instead each 
student must read a total of three books, choosing one book each from the three genre categories 
below: 
 
 
Category 1: Contemporary / Global 
 
Ghost      Jason Reynolds 
Mockingbird    Kathryn Erskine 
Tangerine    Edward Bloor 
A Thief of Time        Tony Hillerman 
Ties That Bind, Ties That Break       Lensey Namioka 
Walk Two Moons        Sharon Creech 
Zazoo         Richard Mosher 
 
 
 
Category 2: Historical / Classics 
 
Around the World in Eighty Days      Jules Verne 
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate  Jacqueline Kelly 
The Inquisitor's Tale   Adam Gidwitz 
Little Women        Louisa May Alcott 
The Martian Chronicles       Ray Bradbury 
The Outsiders    S. E. Hinton 
The Prince and the Pauper  Mark Twain 
Warriors Don't Cry   Melba Patillo Beals 
 
 
 
Category 3: Fantasy 
 
Abarat      Clive Barker 
Airborn     Kenneth Oppel 
Dormia     Jake Halpern and Peter Kujawinski 
Dune     Frank Herbert 
Gathering Blue    Lois Lowry 
The Graveyard Book   Neil Gaiman 
Mistborn (Book One)   Brandon Sanderson 
The Underneath    Kathi Appelt



St. Michael's Summer Book Report Requirements for 7th Grade 
Please include this form when you turn in your book report at the start of school. 

June 2019 
Student’s Name ______________________________ 
 
Book One (Title and Author):________________________________________________ 
 
Book Two (Title and Author):________________________________________________ 
 
Book Three (Title and Author):________________________________________________ 
 
Students entering Seventh Grade must read a total of three books over the summer.  There is no 
single book that all students must read though.  Instead, students must choose and read one book 
from each of the three categories provided on the reading list. Students must then complete a 
single project: an illustrated book jacket that incorporates information and reflections on all three 
books read.  This book report is due in class on Friday, August 16, the first full day of school.  
Guidelines for the report are as follows:     
 
Students must create a book jacket with a front cover, interior two-page spread, and back cover.  
The front and back cover pages are based on ONE of the three selected books they read.  The text 
written in the interior two-page spread compares and contrasts the OTHER two books read by the 
student.  The entire book jacket should fit on a single sheet of folded, white 8 1/2 x 11” paper. 
 

 • The front cover must include title, author, and student’s name, as well as one  
original color drawing of a significant scene in the book and one significant quote.   
 

• The back cover must include a 10-15 sentence personal response to the book: how does 
 this book compare to other books you've read in the same genre? how did the characters 
 appeal to you? did you relate personally to any of the characters or events? why did or 
 didn't you enjoy the book?  This MUST be hand-written in ink and, of course, original! 
 
The interior of the book jacket is designed as a three-paragraph essay totaling 400-800 words.  
Students should use complete sentences, indent all paragraphs, and proofread their work well.  
The report must be typed and printed in landscape orientation so it can be attached into the 
interior of the book jacket.  The purpose of this interior text is to allow the student to compare and 
contrast the two books that were NOT featured on the front and back cover pages.  The specific 
requirements for each paragraph are as follows: 
 

Paragraph One: Compare and contrast the key events of the two books, focusing on how the 
authors built suspense and tension, and how they designed creative resolutions (endings) to their 
respective novels. 
 
Paragraph Two: Compare and contrast one or more protagonists (main characters) in each book.  
How do their personalities shape the way the plots unfold? 
 
Paragraph Three: Discuss a theme (such as courage, friendship, prejudice, or compassion) that 
both books have in common, and how specific moments in each book helped develop that theme. 
 

See the back page of this handout for a sample project layout.  Still confused?  Please don't 
hesitate to contact Mr. Hawes (ahawes@stmichael.net) at any time! 
 
PARENT VERIFICATION 
I verify that my child has read all three of these books and that this report represents the original 
work of my child.  (Evidence of plagiarism will result in a zero on the report.) 
 
_________________________      ____________ 
Parent Signature       Date 



 


